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_ SERMON FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 


1 soun ii. 1, 2. 


If any man sin, we have anadvo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: And he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins; and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 


In these words of inspiration the 
Apostle presents us with a concise 
view of the nature, efficacy, and 
extent of the atoning sacrifice of 
the Son of God, which the Church 
now commemorates, by appoint- 
ing suitable scripture to be read, 
and devotional exercises to be per- 
formed. In this she calls upon 
all her children to look unto 
Jesus, the rock of their salva- 
tion and their only port of safe- 
ty, whither they may retreat 
from the storms of sin. He is 
the only Advocate who can ef- 
fectually plead our cause at the bar 
of Divine Justice, and rescue us 
from the wrath to come. At this 
time then, in amore peculiar man- 
ner, it becomes us to look unte 
him and call to mind what he has 
done, and is doing, in our behalf ; 
endeavouring to form correct con- 
ceptions of the extent of his medi- 
ation. To this end, the words 
chosen will lead us to consider,— 

1. In what sense Jesus Christ is 
an advocate for us with the Fa- 
ther. 
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Il. How he is the propitiation 
for our sins. 

Ill. What is the extent of that 
propitiation, or in other words,who 
are partakers in its benefits. 

I, All we know of the subject 
treated of in the text, we learn 
from the word of God. Our own 
unassisted reason could do nothing, 
not even so much as conjecture, 
that God would send his Son into 
the world, to make atonement for 
our sins, and to become our advo- 
cate at the bar of justice with his 
Father. All we have to do then 
is to collect the sense of scripture 
on the subject, and draw from it 
such practical uses, as may natural- 
ly follow. What is meant by an 
advocate in ordinary language, we 
well know, (viz.) one who under- 
takes the defence of another, to 
speak and plead in his behalf, be- 
fore some tribunal; either to ob- 
tain justice, or where that is feared, 
to plead for mercy and pardon.— 
In this latter sense it is, that the 
Son of God must be understood to 
be our advocate. God knows per- 
fectly how to discern and do right, 
and it is his justice we have reason 
to fear ; it is an advocate to plead 
for mercy, that we need. We are 
sinners, and have no means of mak- 
ing satisfaction ; on the footing of 
mercy only, can we appear at the 
bar of God. And the scriptures 
are full of declarations, that Jesus 
Christ the righteous, is our advo- 
cate, and pleads for us, that we 
may obtain mercy. They repre- 
sent the mediatorial work as not yet 
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finished, and that it will not be, 
so long as the world stands, so 
long as the day of probation and 
grace remains; 80 long’ as there 
are sinners of the human race to 
be advocated and pardoned. Christ 
is represented as not giving up the 
Kingdom, until the last day, the day 
of account; for as St. Paul to the 
Corinthians saith: then cometh the 
end, when he shall have delivered 
up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father. This kingdom here spo- 
ken of, must be the miediatorial 
Kingdom, a kingdom which he still 
holds. _And what authority may 
we suppose him now to exercise 
in it, other than what is ascribed 
to him in the text? Agreeably to 
this, we are told, that he is seated 
at the right hand of God, where he 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. And the Apostle to the He- 
brews tells us, that he ts able also 
to save them to the uttermost, that 
come unto God by him; seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. And he himself, speaking of 
his departure from the world, tells 
his disciples be will pray the Father 
for them, that he may send them the 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost. And 
when we consider how well he 
knows our infirmities, having borne 
our sorrows, and felt our griefs, we 
can but see he is a powerful advo- 
cate. He is not an high priest, 
that cannot be touched with the feel- 
ings of our infirmities ; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. By the merit of 
his own sufferings on our account, 
by the love he bears us, by the 
feelings of compassion with which 
he is touched, he pleads for us, 
that our sins may be pardoned, and 
we received into God’s favour.— 
Such is the scripture account of 
Christ’s being our advocate. And 
who sees not, that it affords com- 
fort to the desponding sinner? It 


exhorts him to put hia trust in the 


mercy of God. What an advocate 
have we! How powerful - go be 
his intercession in our beha 
have only to come unto him by 
faith, and we shall be sure to find 
mercy. 

Il. But I proceed to the second 
point in hand—-How is he the propt- 
tiation forour sins? There seems 


a necessity for understanding some- 


thing more than merely his adyo- 


cating our cause with God. There -[ 


are expressions in the Bible too 
strong to be construed in any other 
light, than that he actually made 
atonement, a satisfaction for sin.— 
Such is the meaning of the word 
propitiation in the text. He is said 
by the Apostle to the Hebrews to 
have entered into the holiest, that is 
Heaven, not with the blood of bulls 
and goats, but with his own blood, 
to make satisfaction for sin. He is 
said to have borne our sins on the 
cross—He is repeatedly represent- 
ed as making satisfaction or atone- 
ment for sin—His blood is said to 
have washed away our sin. The 
prophet represents him as being 
wounded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities ; and 
that we are healed by his stripes— 
He is said to be made sin for us who 
knew no sin, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in him.— 
Such expressions cannot fairly be 
understood in any other light, than 
that he made satisfaction to God in 
our stead, such satisfaction as God 
is willing to accept, so that he can 
pass by and pardon sin, without 
danger to bis government, without 
infringing the honour of his law, 
and consistent with his own eternal 
perfections. Such is the doctrine 
of the Bible on this point ; and on 
this authority I shall let it rest, and 
proceed to some further illustra- 
tions of the subject. 

When we consider what was the 
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penalty originally annexed to the 
breach of God’s law, viz. death, 
we cannot be far from the truth, 
when we say that our Lord’s prin- 


‘cipal act of expiation for sin, was 


dying on the cross. The threat- 
ened penalty was then fulfilled, the 
Jaw was accomplished, and God 
was satisfied by the death of the 


substitute. This I say was the fi 


chief act, in the work of redemp- 
tion. Nevertheless we may say 
with truth, that it was not all; for 
we may consider every thing he 
did, and taught, and suffered, as so 
many links in the same chain, lead- 
ing to the same end, conducing to 
man’s redemption, and complete 
reinstatement in God’s favour.— 
He taught the words of truth, that 
we might know how to be worthy 
of redemption—He went about do- 
ing good, that we might have an ex- 
ample of divine goodness, exciting 
us to act worthy of our calling— 
He submitted to scoffs and buffet- 
ings, that we might behold the con- 
sequences of sin, and be excited 
to repentance ; and finally after 
having died for us, he rose again 
the third day, that we also might 
rise from the power of death, and 
be delivered from the consequen- 
ces of the first transgression ; and 
having ascended into heaven, he 
sitteth at the right hand of God, to 
make intercession for us. ll this 
was necessary to complete the 
work of redemption, and make us 
heirs of eternal life. All this he 
did and suffered for our sakes, as 
we learn in Ged’s holy word. Let 
us then hear, adore, and be exci- 
ted to serve, and fear God, with 
hearts full of gratitude and love. 
11]. We are to inquire what is 
the extent of this atonement, or 
in other words who are to be ben- 
efitted by this great sacrifice. And 
here it will be well for us to 


bear carefully in mind, what has 
been already remarked—that we 
know nothing about this subject 
save what God has seen fit to re- 
veal in his word. Has he assured 
us, that all men are to be sharers 
in this benefit? So it seems in the 
text if no where else ; for he is the 
propitiation for our sins and not 
or ours only, but for the sins of the 
whole world. He tasted death for 
every man ; and asin Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. When we read such passa- 
ges, can we avoid concluding, that 
the whole human race are included 
in the mediatorial ransom? We 
certainly cannot without doing vio- 
lence to the meaning of the plain- 
est words. It may then be asked 
if this be the doctrine of scripture, 
must notall be saved? This does 
not follow, unless the same word 
of God has so informed us, which 
does not appear to be the case ; 
for it frequently speaks of some 
being condemned, and sent away 
into everlasting woe. It fre- 
quently threatens the future wrath 
of God to the hardened and im- 
penitent. Glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, are promised to those, 
who obey the truth ; but indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man, wno know 
not, and will not obey the truth.— 
The plain truth then seems to be 
this,—that the benefits of the 
atonement, in relation to our fu- 
ture state, are conditional, and we 
are to reap them or not, as we 
comply with the prescribed con- 
ditions. In no other way can the 
word of God be made consistent 
with itself, while it declares that 
the propitiation, or redemption is 
for all, and yet represents that not 
all are partakers in its blessings. 
It is offered to all, but forced on no 
one, who is indisposed toa comply 
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with the conditions. Every pro- 
mise of God is in short conditional. 
Faith in God, repentance for sin, 
and sincere endeavours after holi- 
ness, in our lives, is the condition. 
If we comply, God will fulfil on his 
part ; we shall then reap the benefits 
of the propitiation in the forgive- 
ness of our sins,and in being exalted 
to immortality and glory, In some 
sense indeed the propitation seems 
absolute and unconditional,as in the 
Passage just now cited from St. 
Paul, as in Adam all die so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. If we un- 
derstand -here by death, a natural 
death, the resurrection anda fu- 
ture existence are an absolute con- 
sequence of the atonement. And 
if, as some choose, we understand 
a moral death, that is a loss of ori- 
ginal holiness, or the image of God, 
in which man was created, then 
the atonement is absolute to take 
away the effects of the first trans- 
gression, and place men on the 
same footing, as our progenitor 
stood ; to remove actual guilt or 
defect of punishment, on account 
of that transgression ; or in other 
words original sin, so that we may 
have eternal happiness within our 
reach. So far as that transgres- 
sion took from man the capacity of 
seeking heaven and eternal life, 
just so far the atonement went to 
restore that power—just so far as 
the evil extended, so far went the 
remedy. For according to St. 
Paul, not as was the offence, so also 
as the free gift; that is, God did 
not restore our progenitor only, to 
his first estate, and leave all his 
posterity involved by his sin, in a 
state of incapacity to obtain life.— 
But, as the Apostle goes on, As by 
one man’s transgression, sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, so 
that death hath reigned from Adam 
to Moses; and we may add from 


that time to the present, for ali 
have died. Even so by'one man’s 
obedience, shall many be made right- 
eous ; for where sin did abound, 
grace hath much more abounded. 
And again, as by one man’s offence, 
many were made sinners ; so by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification. 
We can make nothing less of these 
passages, than that the propitiation 
of Christ, removed the defect caus- 
ed by the first transgression, and 
put us in a capacity of obtaming 
eternal life, on condition, some- 
what like unto those, which would 
have been required, had not the 
fail intervened. 

But perbaps it may be asked, 
can that be called a propitiation for 
all men, in which all do not par- 
take, in consequence of non-com- 
pliance with the conditions? To 
which it may be replied, that ac- 
cording to common acceptation a 
benefit offered, is no less so in its 
own nature, because men are not 
disposed to accept of it, on the pro- 
mised conditions. A ransom from 
bondage, or a deliverance from 
captivity, though they should be 
refused or neglected, would be real 
benefits, in the opinion of all men. 
What then should hinder our rea- 
soning inthe same manner, in re- 
gard to the ransom offered by God, 
in the Gospel terms ? 

But, by way of conclusion, we 
should bear in mind, that herein 
we are not to Jean on our own arm, 
to depend on our own power ; but 
to look unto the spirit of grace, sent 
down into the hearts of all the 
children of God, to sanctify their 
desires and give them strength to 
comply with the proposed terms of 
salvation. At this time then, we 
should consider that our sins point- 
ed the nail8 with which the hands 
of the merciful Saviour were pier- 
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ced, and sharpened the spear that 

netrated his side ; well then may 
we fall low on our knees, and ask 
for the aids of that Holy Spirit, thus 
purchased for us—well may we 
distrust our own powers, and with 
penitence and faith unfeigned, 
come unto him who is mighty to 
save, who ascended the cross for 
our sakes, that he might take 
away our sins, and thus present 
us pure and clean to God the Fa- 
ther of mercies. On the wings of 
such a faith, our works of piety, at 
this time, will be wafted as incense 


to heaven ; whither we ourselves - 


shall finally be received to bliss ; 
atthe right hand of our once cruci- 
fied, but now glorified Saviour. 


—= > 
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LETTER Ill. 


RESPECTED YOUNG MAN, 


The composition and delivery of 
Sermons was the subject of my two 
former letters. In this it is intend- 
ed to present you with a concise 
view of asystem of Christian The- 
ology, which may serve as a kind 
ef chart to guide your way in ser- 
monizing ; and in your private con- 
versations with your Parishioners, 
and the world in general. It will 
be one important part of your office 
and business, to instruct in public 
and in private. And in order to 
discharge this duty with credit and 
satisfaction to yourself, as well as 
advantage to your flock, you will 
need to bear always in mind cer- 
tain general principles, with a view 
to which all your discourses should 
be shaped. Without some such 
system thoroughly settled in your 


mind, you will be in danger of run- 
ning counter to yourself ; you will 
be obliged to do, and undo by turns. 
The Apostle enjoins, be ready al- 
ways to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you, a reason of the hope 
that is in you. This is addressed 
to all Christians: But it is, in a 
peculiar manner incumbent on 
those who take upon themsevles 
the office of instruction,that they be 
fully prepared at all points, to state 
and explain, to inculcate and de- 
fend, the faith once delivered to the 
saints ; to elucidate its obscurities ; 
to enforce its requirements ; and to 
confute gainsayers—all this is to 
be done according to. the same 
Apostle, with meekness and fear. 
In every undertaking, to lay well 
the foundation, is the firat requisite. 
Without this care, no superstruc- 
ture can stand. The ground must 
be wisely chosen, adapted to the 
nature of the intended building, and 
cautiously examined, before we 
begin the work. This is true in 
all cases. And in raising a Christ- 
ian system of faith, hope, and prac- 
tice, we must have recourse to the 
model left us by the great Master- 
Builder of all things. In his holy 
word, this model is faithfully de- 
lineated. After this must we copy 
in all our works. And here the 
first thing that presents itself ob- 
viously is, that man is a fallen 
creature, that he is not as he was 
when he came from the hands of 
his Creator—that the divine image 
of rectitude and holiness, in which 
he was formed is broken and de- 
faced—*‘ He is very far gone from 
original righteousness’’**—his pas- 
sions have rebelled against their 
rightful lord, his reason; and are 
broken loose from its dominion.— 
Every one born into the world is, 


Article IX. 
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by nature, prone to iniquity ; his 
understanding is darkened that he 
cannot see aright, nor serve his 
Maker with a perfect heart. He 
is consequently out of favour with 
God, liable to his wrath and con- 
demnation. In short by one fatal 
transgression, he lost that image of 
holiness which entitled him to the 
communication and indwelling of 
God’s Spirit. His inward man be- 
came deformed and impure, unfit 
for the residence of the Spirit of 
purity. And from this lost condi- 
tion he could not, by his own pow- 
ers, recover himself. From this 
point all the subsequent dispensa- 
tions of God, in which we are con- 
cerned, take their rise. Without 
this presupposed, many things 
which he requires us to believe 
and practice, would be idle cere- 
monies not to be credited, as com- 
ing from a God of wisdom ; or im- 
pious profanations of the Divine 
Majesty. But with this key to un- 
lock their meaning, they become 
consonant, or rather highly requi- 
site to the nature of the relation be- 
tween God and man, between God 
the Creator and Sovereign, and 
man a dependent, fallen creature ; 
that he might be just and yet jus- 
tify the sinner. To guard us 
against misapprehending the spirit 
and intention of his institutions, 
from beginning to end of the writ- 
ten word, constant reference is 
made to the source from whence 
they have flowed, the fallen nature 
of man, and his need of an atone- 
ment to reinstate him in the divine 
favour. The whole system of that 
religion which came from God, in 
all its parts, bears an immediate 
relation to this fundamental point. 
Every doctrine, every precept, 
every sacred rite, takes its com- 
plexion hence, and is to be ex- 
plained with this view. This was 


the great point which was to the 
Greeks foolishness, and to the Jews 
a stumbling block. To the worldly 
wise, to the unsubdued pride of 
the human heart, it still remains 
foolishness. Hence the cavils and 
objections of unbelievers, Tak- 
ing the scheme of religion taught 
in the Bible, without reference to 
the foundation, no wonder they find 
objections and gross absurdities.— 
W hat plan, what scheme, what sys- 
tem may not in this way be exposed 
to seeming absurdities? Certainly 
no human contrivance may expect 
to escape condemnation when tried 
by sucha measure. He who should 
censure the naval-architect fer not 
following the model of the house- 
carpenter, would be deemed very 
stupid, or very perverse ; and little 
less absurd are they who object to 
God’s dispensation of religion, be- 
cause it is not calculated for a per- 
fect being, for one that is capable 
of working out his own salvation, 
by his inherent powers. Thus the 
wise and prudent are prepared to 
expect a system of religion, com- 
ing from God, to be a very different 
thing from what it would have 
been, had man retained his first 
estate. And so they find it, when 
they search the written oracles of 
truth. 

For the only-begotten and eter- 
nal Son of God became incarnate 
in human flesh, took upon him 
man’s nature, in this world of sin 
and sorrow, passed a life of labour, 
pain, and sufferings ; and at length 
submitted to acruel and ignominious 
death, to make atonement for man, 
to wipe away the original stain and 
guilt, to restore his lost power, to 
repair the defaced image of holi- 
ness, and open the door for the 
communications of the Holy Spirit, 
that the Lord God might dwell 
among men, and they be finally re- 
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ceived into heaven. Our original 
sin as the ground, was thus laid the 
foundation and corner stone of the 
whole dispensation. Were it not 
for this ground, such a foundation 
would never have been laid. Re- 
move this foundation, and the whole 
edifice falls to ruin: the whole of 
Christianity becomes an unsightly 
mass of rubbish, unworthy the no- 
tice of the reasonable mind. Leave 
this foundation entire, and it pre- 
sents to our view, a goodly fabric, 
strong as the rock of ages, offering 
shelter and protection to every sin- 
ner of the human race. 

From these two things combined, 
our sinful natures and the atone- 
ment by Jesus Christ, arise in har- 
monious order—all the truths we 
are to believe, and duties we are 
to practice. Though fallen, cor- 
rupted, and depraved, we are still 
accountable creatures. Reason, 
though dimmed, is not entirely ob- 
scured—We still know to distin- 
guish the evil from the good—We 
have power left to choose the one, 
and refuse the other—Without 
such knowledge and such power 
we could in no sense be moral 
agents, and accountable for our ac- 
tions—Our passions may be rebel- 
lious, but capable of restraint— 
Our desires perverse, but suscept- 
ible of a right direction—In short 
the moral agent is materially injur- 
ed, but not totally and wholly de- 
molished. God who made, knows 
what is in man, and must therefore 
have adapted his dispensations to 
the nature of the being for whom 
they were intended. Hence the 
proffered favours of the Gospel are 
suspended on our acceptance.— 
The gift of the Holy Spirit does 
not compel, but inyite, solicit, and 
urge our acceptance. This is the 
only measure of treatment that is 
consonant with the nature of a mo- 


ral agent. If there be any truth 
in human: reasoning, in no other 
way can we deserve either praise 
or blame. And that such is the 
uniform language of Scripture we 
may boldly affirm, without fear of 
contradiction. Neither do 1 think 
it needful, in this place, to take up 
any of your time in citing passages 
to the point, We are then moral 
agents ; as such we are treated by 
Almighty God in all his dispensa- 
tions. . 
Again, nothing is more obvious 
than that we are social. We have 
our mutual dependances, and are 
capable of mutually aiding and as- 
sisting each other, in every import- 
ant concern. The. religion that 
comes from God, must consequently 
be of a social nature. It must be 
calculated to combine us together in 
mutual acts of piety to Him, and 
love to eachother. By the original 
transgression, our propensities are 
less friendly to union and brotherly 
affection ; but they are not eradica- 
ted. All men still feel the force of 
their dependence, and the need 
they have of society. Here then 
we see the reason, why God has 
established and perpetuated a 
Church in the world : not an im- 
aginary, invisible, disconnected 
number of individuals, but an out- 
ward and visible society ; connect- 
ed by an outward and visible band, 
a form of government, with suita- 
ble offices, to rule and administer 
in his name. To this Church his 
promises are made, and through 
the body to the individuals of which 
it is composed, This being the 
case, it must be a visible body, ca- 
pable of being described by out- 


' ward marks, or no one could know 


whether he were a member, and 
entitled to the promises There 
must be a Charch, or religion 
would not comport with the nature 
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of man, and since we see not the 
heart, it must be visible or we 
could not know where it was to be 
found. No one can read the scrip- 
tures attentively and impartially, 
without being convinced that this 
reasoning is warranted by a higher 
authority than that of man. The 
people of Israel were anciently that 
Church ; but when Messiah came, 
it was extended to all other nations ; 
and the Apostles were commission- 
ed to order and establish its go- 
vernment, on the same model, upon 
which it has ever since continued, 
and will continue to the end of the 
world. © 
Again, when we consider that 
man is composed of two distinct 
natures, a material body, and a spir- 
ttual thinking soul, both of which 
are interested in the promises, and 
obligated to the duties of religion, 
the appointment of external rites 
becomes obviously consonant to 
the nature of the case. Such or- 
dinances are not to be viewed as 
mere outward symbols of inward 
dispositions of soul: But they are 
trials of our faith, whether we will 
rely on the powers of God to ope- 
rate by his own appointed means, 
in the production of spiritual effects. 
To the worthy and obedient ob- 
server, they moreover are the in- 
struments by which the great Fa- 
ther of Spirits communicates him- 
self, and the blessings of bis Spirit. 
Were man a pure spirit, such ma- 
terial ordinances would be incon- 
gruous to his nature. But being 
what he is, we cannot avoid seeing 
how well they suit the case. How 
else can a pure spirit communicate 
with a being so intimately united 
with material things as man? That 
a God of infinite power could not do 
it, we ought not to say ; but how, 
we certainly cannot see. And that 
we might labour under no doubt 


and uncertaihty on a poit of such 
moment, he has seen fit to adapt 
himself to our conception, and ope- 
rate by means we do understand. 
Material substances are the means 
whereby the body is sustained, and 
some of these are blessed to an- 
swer the same purposes to the 
soul. This we may readily under- 
stand. We can see no difficulty in 
ascribing such.a power to God. 
This power he ascribes to himself, 
in his word, in all his appointments: 
to sacred rites. The sacrifices and 
washings under the law, and the 
Christian ordinances of Baptism 
and the Holy Eucharist, unless 
they have such an instrumental ef- 
ficacy on the soul, are little more 
than vain pageantry. From this 
there results an important conse- 
quence, the divine appointment of 
an order of men to administer these 
holy things. God is a God of or- 
der. Every thing he does must 
be done in order. ‘They who ad- 
minister his sacred rites must have 
a commission from him so to do, or 
they are the mere acts of sinful 
men ; and therefore altogether in- 
efficacious to any spiritual ends.— 
And to whom should this commis- 
sion be granted, rather than to 
those who are appointed to govern 
the visible Church? Certainly to 
none ; and here by unerring wis- 
dom we find it lodged. But lest I 
should trespass on your patience, 
the remainder of this copious topic 
shall be reserved for another let- 
ter. 


— 
For the Churchman’s Magaziae. 


Every scribe, which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven, 2s like 
untoa man thatis an householder, 
which bringeth forth out of his treg- 
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sure things new and old.—Mat. 
Mii. 52. 

Cyprian, who lived and wrote 
about the year 250 and 60, seems 
to have known little about the su- 
premacy of St. Peter among the 
Apostles, or the claims of his pre- 
tended successor the Bishop of 
Rome. This will appear from the 
following extract, taken out of his 
Essay on the Unity of the Church ; 
a place where, if any where, 
it might be expected. 


Hence it comes to pass, beloved 
brethren, that while they go not 
back to the origin of truth, neither 
the head is sought, nor the doc- 
trine of our heavenly master is 
preserved. Which ifany one will 
duly consider and examine, there 
can be no need of a long discussion 
nor many arguments. The proof 
of the truth, to the satisfaction of 
our faith, is easy and compendicus. 
The Lord says to Peter ; I say un- 
to thee, thou art Peter ; and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of hea- 
ven; andwhosesoever sins thou shalt 
bind upon earth, shall be bound in 
heaven; and whosesoever sins thou 
shalt remit upon earth shall be re- 
mitted in heaven. And again after 
his resurrection he says to the 
same Peter, feed my sheep. Upon 
one he builds his church, yet to 
all the apostles he assigns and 
grants an equal power. For he 
says, as my Father hath sent me, so 
send I you; receive the Holy Ghost ; 
whosesoever sins ye remit they are 
remitted ; and whosesoever sins ye 
retain they areretained. Yet that 
he might show the church to be 
one, he has by his authority, de- 
scribed the origin of this unity ‘as 
heginning from one. Nevertheless 

VOL. IV.—No. 12, 


the other apostles, Jike Peter were 
invested with an equal and joint 
share of honour and power ; though 
the beginning arises from one, that 
the church may be shown to be 
one ; which one church in the Can- 
ticles, the Holy Spirit, in the per- 
son of her Lord, marks out and 
describes, saying ; my dove, my un- 
defiled is but one; she is the only 
one of her mother ; she ts the choice 
one of her that bare her. 

Can he believe that he holds the 
faith, who does not hold this unity 
of the church ? Can he believe him- 
self in the church who strives against 
and resists the church? The blessed 
apostle Paul teaches the same thing, 
when he treats of the sacrament of 
unity saying; one body and onc 
spirit, one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God. Which unity we ought firm- 
ly to maintain and defend ; espe- 
cially we who are bishops, who 
preside in the church; that we 
may prove the episcopacy also to 
be the same, one and undivided. 
Let no one disjoint the fraternal 
bond by falsehood. Let no one cor- 
rupt the verity of the faith by per- 
fidious prevarication. The epis- 
copate is one, of which each holds 
a joint and individual copartner- 
ship. The church also is one; 
which by the increase of her fecun- 
dity is extended to a vast multi- 
tude ; just as the rays of the sun 
are many, but one luminary ; and 
as the branches of a tree are many, 
but one stock standing on the tena- 
cious roots ; and as there may be 
many rivulets flowing from one 
fountain, and their multitude may 
seem to be diffused from a copious- 
ness of flowing abundance, yet unity 
is preserved in the origin. Tear 
a ray of the sun from the body, 
unity admits no division of light : 
break a branch from the tree, the 
46 
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broken branch germinates not ; cut 
off the rivulet from the fountain, it 
dries up. Thus the church by the 
diffusing light of her Lord, extends 
her rays over the whole world, yet 
is one luminary, which is every 
where diffused ; nor is the unity 
of the body broken. The rich- 
ness of her fertility extends its 
branches over all the earth, wide- 
ly and copiously expands her out- 
pouring streams ; yet there is one 
head, one origin, one mother, 
abundant in the issue of her fecun- 
dity. 


a 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


ON THE TRANSLATION OF . 
THE BIBLE. 


With some account of the Lives of the 
Translators. 


(Continued.) 


John Hardinge, the first on the 
list of the first company from Ox- 
ford, was of Magdalen College,Ox- 
ford. He was made D. D. in 1596, 
at which time he was Hebrew Pro- 
fessor of the university. In 1607 
he was chosen President of Magda- 
len college.* He was one of the 
three appointed in the king’s letter 
of July 22, 1604, to receive the 
communications of learned divines 
throughout the kingdom relative to 
the translation. In that letter he 
is called *‘ King’s reader of He- 
brew at Oxford.’’t In 1604 he was 
collated to the Prebend of Milton 
Manor, Lincoln,—died in 1610. 

John Reynolds, the first mover 
of a new translation in the Hamp- 
ton Court conference, was of cor- 
pus Christi College, Oxford, of 


* Wood, Ath. Ox. I. f, 121, 152, 
+ Lewis’s Hist. &c. p. 313. 


which he became a scholar in 
1563, and fellow in 1666. He was 
chosen Reader of the sentences ia 
1579, and made D. D. in 1585.— 
In 1595 he was preferred to the 
Deaconry of Lincola,which his love 
of study and literary pursuits indu- 
ced him to exchange for the Pre- 
sidency of Corpus Christi College. 
The same love of study and re- 
tirement, seconded by his great hu- 
mility, caused him to refuse a Bish- 
opric when offered him by Queen 
Elizabeth.* Crackanthorp, under 
whom he was educated, applied to 
him what was said of Athanasius, 
‘*to name Reynolds is te commend 
virtue itself.”” ‘‘He alone” says 
Bishop Hall,f ‘‘ was a well fur- 
nished library, full of all faculties, 
of all studies, of all learning; the 
memory, the reading of that man 
were near to a miracle.” He 
was the great champion of Protest- 
antism against Bellarmine, in oppe- 
sition to whom many of his works 
were written. While he was Pro- 
fessor of Divinity he was involved 
in a controversy ‘ on the authority 
of the Scripture Chronology” with 
Hugh Broughton, who is not lets 
celebrated for his vanity and arro- 
gance than for his prodigious Ori- 
ental learning. Reynolds was con- 
sidered as the great advocate of 
Paritanism, in behalf of which he 
appeared at the conference at 
HamptonCourt. Fuller, however 
asserts,{ that his disaffection, to 
the discipline established in Eng- 
Jand was not so great as some bish- 
ops did suspect, or as more noncon- 
formists did believe. He rather 
wished to gratify the scruples of 
others, than disapproved of the 
established forms himself. Of him 


* Wood, Ath. Ox. I. 339 ss. 
+ Decad of Epistles. Dec. I. Ep, 7. 
+ Ch, Hist. B. x. p. 48. 
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it is related that he was brought up 
in the church of Rome while his 
brother William was educated a 
Protestant : and that the two bro- 
thers, meeting together one day, 
disputed with so much energy, that 
each of them changed his religion 
on conviction from the other’s ar- 
guments.* Reynolds published a 
great number of works, chiefly on 
the Romish and Puritanic contro- 
versies. Many of them related en- 
tirely to the number, authority, and 
use of the sacred books. He also 
translated some books of Plutarch 
and Maximus Tyrius. He died in 
May, 1607, about one year after 
the actual commencement of the 
translation. 

Thomas Holland was born at 
Ludlow, in Shropshire. He was 
chosen Fellow of Baliol College, 
Oxford, in 1573, made D. D. in 
1584, Regius Professor of Divinity 
in 1589, and Rector of Exeter Col- 
Jege in 1592. ‘* This learned Dr. 
Holland did not,’ says Wood, “as 
some, only sup of learning, or, at 
the best, drink thereof, but was 
mersus in libris, so that the scholar 
in him drowned almost all other re- 
lations. He was esteemed by the 
precise men of his time, and after, 
another Apollos, mighty in the 
Scriptures, and so familiar with the 
Fathers as if he himself was a Fa- 
ther, and in the schoolmen, as if he 
had been a seraphical doctor. He 
had a considerable hand in the 
translation of the Bible.”+ He 
died March 17th, 1612. His fu- 
neral sermon was preached by Dr. 
Kilby. 

Richard Kilby was born at Rad- 
cliffe, in Leicestershire. He was 
elected fellow of Lincoln College, 


* Wood and Fuller ut sup. Zouch’s 
Walton, p. 210. s. 
+ Wood Ath. Ox. I. 377, f. 127. 


Oxford, in 1577, and soon became 
celebrated as a preacher in the 
University. In 1590 he was chosen 
Rector of his College, of which he 
was a considerable benefactor, hav- 
ing restored the library which had 
long been neglected, made eight 
new repositories for books, and gi- 
ven many excellent works. He 
was promoted to a Prebend in Lin- 
coln, and, in 1610, appointed Re- 
gius Professor of Hebrew. The 
following anecdote, given in the 
simple language of the original nar- 
rator,* proves at once his compe- 
tency as a translator, and the ex- 
treme care used in accomplishing 
the translation. ‘‘ This Doctor and 
Mr. Sanderson{ had frequent dis- 
courses, and loved as father and 
son. The Doctor was to ride a 
journey into Derbyshire, and took 
Mr. Sanderson to bear him compa- 
ny ; and they resting on a Sunday 
with the Doctor’s friend, and go- 
ing together to that parish church 
where they then were, found the 
young preacher to have no more 
discretion, than to waste a great 
part of the hour allotted for his ser- 
mon, in exceptions against the late 
translation of several words, (not 
expecting such a hearer as Dr. Kil- 
bie,) and shewed three reasons 
why a particular word should have 


‘been otherwise translated. When 


Evening Prayer was ended, the 
preacher was invited to the Doc- 
tor’s friend’s house, where after 
some other conference, the Doctor 
told him, he ‘ might have preached 
more useful doctrine, and not have 
filled his auditors’ ears with need- 
less exceptions against the late 


* Walton in his Life of Sanderson. 


Zouch’s edit. p. 418. ; 
t Robert Sanderson, afterwards Bi- 


- shop of Lincoln, who was Dr. Kilby’s 


pupil. 
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translation; and for that word for 
which he offered to that poor con- 
gregation three reasons why it 
ought to have been translated as he 
said, he and others had considered 
them, and found thirteen more con- 
siderable reasons why it was trans- 
lated as now printed.”’ This Dr. 
Kilby wrote a Commentary on Ex- 
odus, chiefly excerpted from Rab- 
bins and Hebrew interpreters, as 


_also a continuation of the notes of 


John Mercer upon Genesis. He 
died in 1620, aged about 60.* 
Miles Smith, of the city of Here- 
ford, became a student of Christ 
Churcli College, Oxford, in 1568. 
He was afterwards preferred to the 
Rectory of Hartlebury and Upton 
on Severn, a Prebend in Exeter,t 
a Canonry in Hereford, and, in 
1612, the Bishopric of Gloucester 
was conferred on him as a reward 
for his labors in the translation of 
the Bible. He had previously to 
this, been appointed one of the 
fellows of the proposed College at 
Chelsea. His character is given 
by Anthony Wood as follows. ‘He 
ran thro’ the Greek and Latin Fa- 
thers, and judiciously noted them 
in the margin as he went. The 
Rabbins also, as many as he had, 
with their glosses and commenta- 
ries, he read and used in their own 
idiom of speech. And so conver- 
sant he was, and expert in the 
Chaldaic, Syriac and Arabic, that 
he made them as familiar to him, 
almost, as his mother tongue. He- 
brew also he had at his finger’s ends, 
and withal stories [histories] of 
all times : and for his rich and ac- 
complished furniture in that story, 
he had this eulogy given him by a 
learned bishop of this kingdom,that 
he was a very walking library.— 


* Wood’s Ath. Ox. I. 455 s. 
+ Willis II. 724. 


For this his exactness in those lan- 
guages, he was thought worthy by 
King James I., to be called to that 
great work of the last translation of 
our English Bible, wherein he was 
esteemed the chief, and a workman 
that needed not be ashamed. He 
began with the first, and was the 
last man in the translation of the 
work.’”* Smith and Bilson, as we 
have seen, were the ultimate revi- 
sors preparatory to printing, and 
the former wrote the General Pre- 
face. Smith was, according to Sir 
Robert Atkins, a stiff Calvinist and 
great favourer of the Puritans. To 
such an extreme did he carry this 
latter propensity ,that when,in 1616 
the communion table of his cathe- 
dral, was for greater reverence, re- 
moved from the middle to theE.end, 
he resolved never again to enter 
the edifice, which resolution he 
kept till the time of his death in 
1624.f 

Richard Brett, born at Whit- 
stanton in Somersetshire,} was ad- 
mitted commoner of Hart Hall, 
Oxford, in 1582, and afterward 
chosen fellow. of Lincoln college. 
He was rector of Quainton, Buck- 
inghamsbire. He took his degree 
of D. D. in 1605. ‘He was,” 
says Wood, ‘ versed in learning as 
well as piety, skilled and versed to 
a criticism in the Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, Chaldaic, Arabic and 
Ethiopic tongues.”’ He published 
Vite Sanctorum Evangelistorum 
Johannis et Luce a Simeone Meta- 
phraste concinnate. Oxford 1597, 
8vo. Agatharcedis et Memnonis 
Historicorum, que supersunt om- 
nia e Grecorum recens in Lati- 
num traducta. Oxford, 1697, 16mo. 


* Wood's Ath. Ox. I. 490. 
+ Willis ut sup. 
} Watts’ Bibl. Brit. says in London, 
149 ¢. 
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Tconum Sacrarum Decus, in qua 
e subjectis typis compluscula sane 
doctrine capita oriuntur. Oxford, 
1603, 4to.”* He died, aged 70, in 
1637.f 

Of Fairclowe, or Fairclough,t{ 
the last in the list of the first com- 
pany from Oxford, I cannot learn 
even the Christian name. Daniel 
and John Featly, celebrated mem- 
bers of the university of Oxford, 
were both known also by the name 
of Fairclough ; but the latter lived 
too late to be engaged in this trans- 
lation, and in the minute account 
given by Wood of the literary la- 
bours of the former, | find not the 
least hint that he was one of the 
learned men selected by James 1. 
Besides, had this been the case, it 
could hardly have been unknown 
to Fuller and Lewis. 

At the head of the second com- 
pany from Cambridge was John 
Duport, who is celebrated as being 
‘‘ the learned father of a learned 
son,’’§ and as having filled repeat- 


edly some of the bighest offices in 
| his university. He was Master 
of Jesus College, Cambridge,]|| 


Proctor of the University in 1581,% 
and Vice-chancellor in 1594,** 
1600,1f and 1609.{f To these col- 
legiate honours were added the 
rectory of Bostworth and Med- 
burne, in Leicestershire ;§§ the 
sinecure rectory of Fulham, to 
which he was collated in 1583 ; 
the precentorship of St. Paul’s, 


* Id. ibid. 
+ Wood. Ath. Ox. I. 607. 
¢t So Lewis, Hist. &c. p. 311. 
§ Zouch’s Walton, p. 339. The son 


"referred to was James Duport, Greek 
_ Professor in Cambridge,author of Greek 
and Latin Paraphrases on the Psalms,&c. 


|} Fuller’s Ch. Hist. B. x. p. 46. 
7 Id. Hist. Camb. p. 145. 
*# Id. ibid. p. 149. 
tt Id. ibid. p. 156. 
ti Id. ibid. p. 159. 
$$ Willis I11.,388. 


given him in 1585 ;* and the pre- 
bend of the 7th stall in Ely, to 
which he was collated in 1610.7 
He died in 1617.} 

Of . William Branthwaite, or 
Brainthwait, I can only learn that 
he was a Fellow of Emmantel 
College, Cambridge,§ afterwards 
Master of Gonvil and Caius Col- 
lege ;|| Vice-chancellor of the Uni- 
versity in 1618,% and a benefactor 
to Gonvil and Caius; and Emmanu- 
el Colleges.** 

Radclyffe,.D. D. was a 
Senior Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. ff 

Samuel Ward, afterwards D. D. 
fellow of Emmanuel College, Cam- 
bridge,{{ was Margaret Profess- 
or of Divinity,§9 in discharging 
the duties of which office he 
appears to have been a strenuous 
maintainer of the Calvinistic doc- 
trines.|||]} In 1609, he was chosen 
Master of Sidney Sussex College, 
and in 1621, Vicechancellor of the 
University.1 He was Prebend- 
ary of Ampleford, York, (1) and 
Archdeacon of Taunton. In 1618 
he was one of the delegates sent by 
King James to the Synod of Dort, 
the meetings of which he attended 
during its whole continuance. (2.) 
After this he was honoured for 
some years with the intimate cor- 
respondence of Usher. (3.) Living 





* Newcourt, I. 101. 
t Willis, ut sup. 
{ Newe. ut sup. 
§ Faller, Ch. Hist. B. x. p. 46. 
|| Id. Hist. Camb, p. 134. 
J Id. ibid. p. 160. 
** Td. ib. p. 134, 147. 
tt Fuller, Ch. Hist. B. x. p. 46. 
tt Id. ibid. 
$$ Id. Hist. Camb, p. 124. 
|\\| Aikin’s Lives of Selden and Asher, 


p- 315. 


1% Fuller’s Hist. Camb. p. 154, 163. 
(1) Willis I. 115. 
(2) Fuller’s Ch. Hist. B. x. p. 77, 
(3) Aikin’s Lives, &c. p. 314. 
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till the time of the difference be- 


‘tween King Charles I. and the Par- 


liament, he was imprisoned in 1643 
for his adherence to the royal 
cause.* This treatment hastened 
his death, which took place in 
1644.} : 

Downes, Andrew, was Fellow of 
St. John’s college, Cambridge,{ 
and 8th Regius Professor of Greek 
in that University,§ which office he 
held from about 1580,|| until the 
time of his death in 1628.7 He 
published Prelectiones in Lyriam. 
Cantab. 1593, 8vo. and Przlectio- 
nes in Demosthenis Philippicam vi. 
de Pace. Lendon, 1621,° 8vo.** 
He was also an assistant to Sir 
Henry Savill in preparing his no- 
ble edition of St. Chrysostom. His 
notes were omitted in the Parisian 
reprint of that edition, while those 
of Boys, his fellow-labourer both in 
that work, and in the translation, 
were retained. At this slight he 
took such offence, as ever after to 
avoid the society of Boys, with 
whom he had before been united 
in the bonds of intimate friendship. 
So far did his pique carry him, that 
when he and Boys were appointed 
delegates from their company to 
the committee which was to meet 
in London for the revision of the 
whole translation, he pertinacious- 
ly refused to go until absolute force 
extorted acompliance.}} This pet- 
ty quarrel would not have deserved 


* Fuller’s Hist. Camb. p. 168. 
# Willis I. 115. 
} Fall. Ch. Hist. B. x. p. 46. 
§ Id. Hist. Camb. p. 125. 

|| At which time Boys was his pupil. 
Peck Desid. Cuvios. II. 329. 

T So it is dated in Walker's life of 
Boys, in Peck ut sup. p. 334. But Full. 
Hist. Camb. p, 164, places it in 1625. 

** Watts’ Bibliotheca Britannica, 
316 e. 

++ Walker's Life of Boys in Peck. ut 
sup. p. 334. 


notice, did it not afford another evi> 
dence of the cate taken in the 
translation, and, moreover, furnish 
a warrant of the correctness of that 
part of it in which Boys, at least, 
was engaged. * For if the malice of 
Downes could carry him so far as 
this anecdote proves that it did, it 
would certainly employ all his 
learning in detecting the errors in 
the work of his envied rival. Thus 
might even the wrath of man be 
rendered subservient to the inter- 
ests of religion. 

John Boys, less known than ma- 
ny on the list of translators, was 
scarcely inferior to any in learning, 
certainly to none in diligence. He 
was born in Suffolk in 1560. At 
the age of 5 years, he read the Bi- 
ble in Hebrew, and wrote that lan- 
guage elegantly at 6. In 1575, he 
was admitted into St. John’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where, in legs 
than a year, he became famous for 
his knowledge of the Greek lan- 
guage, insomuch that his election to 
a scholarship was attributed to his 
elegant letters written in that lan- 
guage.* Here he applied to his 
studies with such assiduity, that it 
is said to have been his common 
practice in summer time to go to 
the University library at 4 A. M. 
and remain studying without inter- 
mission until 8 P.M. Sometime 
after this, while a fellow, he read a 
voluntary Greek lecture in his own 
room at 4 in the morning, which 
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was attended by most of the fellows ~ 
of the College.f In 1583 he was | 
ordained Deacon, and soon after ~ 


was chosen Greek lecturer in his 
College, which office he retained 
10 years. His marriage and con- 


* Walker’s Life of Boys, in Peck’s 
Desiderata Curiosa, vol. II. p. 329. 

t Aikin’s Lives of Selden and Usher, 
Introd. p. z. 
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uent removal tothe Rectory of * 


Boxworth, took place in 1596.— 
Some pecuniary difficulties, in 
which he not long after became in- 
volved, obliged him to sell his li- 
brary, which was very valuable, 
containing, .according to his own 
account, almost every Greek au- 
thor then printed. This loss af- 
fected him so deeply, that he at one 
time intended to expatriate himself. 
The assistance of friends, however, 
and his own exertions, enabled him 
to struggle with poverty and afflic- 
tion until; in 1615, he was collated 
to a Prebend in Ely, by the unsoli- 
cited favour of Bishop Andrews. 
He died at the advanced age of 84, 
in 1643. Boys was a most exact 
grammarian, having read near 60 
sewn of the Latin, Greek, 

ebrew, and Syriac languages, be- 
sides some few of other languages.* 
He was so perfectly acquainted 
with the Greek Testament, that he 
could, in a little time, turn to any 
sentence, or even word, in that vo- 
lume.f He spent 5 years on the 
translation of the Bible, of which 
he performed not only his own 
share, but algo, at the request of 
another of his company, the por- 
tion allotted to him. During all the 
time he was about his own part he 
was maintained at St. John’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where he abode 
all the week, going to Boxworth to 
discharge his cure on Sunday, and 
returning. thence on Monday morn- 
ing. While engaged in the second 
portion, he was supported in the 
same manner at another college.t 
The impossibility of ascertaining 
the respective portions of the dif- 
ferent translators at the present 
day, may be inferred from the fact 


* Peck’s Desid. Cur. II. 338. 
+ Id. ib. 341. 
t Life of Bois in Lewis, Hist. &c. 392. 


that Boys’ biographer, who was for 

some time his cotemporary, confes- 

ses his utter inability to determine 

what parts were translated by him. 

Besides this labour bestowed in 

Cambridge, he was three-quarters 

of a year in London employed in 

the revision, for which service he 

and his fellow delegate received 

thirty pounds each per week from 

the company of Stationers.* Be- 

sides this literary labour, his notes 

on Chrysostom, and many others 

which he was continually commu- 

nicating to his friends, Boys left be- 

hind him as many leaves of manu- 

scripts as he lived days.t Of al} 

these, only one small work was 
printed,viz. Collatio Veteris Inter- 
pretis cum Beza, aliisque. This 
work is highly interesting, as af- 
fording a tolerably fair specimen of 
the critical skill of the men em- 
ployed in our translation of the 
scriptures. Its object is to de- 
fend the Valgate against the unjust 
aspersions of many who endeav- 
oured to manifest their zeal against 
Popish corruptions by crying down 
this canonized version, and to 
point out the errors of some mo- 
dern translators. It contains much 
good criticism, and manifests an ex- 
ceedingly extensive reading. 

The last on the list of this com- 
pany from Cambridge is 
Ward, a fellow of Queen’s College, 
Cambridge,f afterward D. D. Rec- 
tor of Bishop Waltham in Hamp- 
shire, and Prebendary of Chiches- 
ter.§ I can ascertain nothing fur- 
ther concerning his life or charac- 
ter. 

The second company of transla- 
tors from Oxford is headed by Tho- 





* Boys’ Life in Lewis’ Hist. &c. p 


t Id. in Peck D. C. Il. 54. 
¢ Peck, Desid. Cur. I. 333. 
¢ Fuller’s Ch, Hist. B. x. p. 46. 
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mas Ravis, D. D., born at Malden 
in Surrey, a King’s Scholar at 
Westminster,and afterward Student 
in Christ Church College,Oxford.* 
In 1591 he was presented to the 
Vicarage of Allhallows Barking, 
which he resigned in 1598.f He 
was collated te a Canonry in West- 
minster in 1592, andin 1594 made 
Dean of that chapter. In 1604, 
‘‘ for his eminent learning and gra- 
vity, and approved prudence,” he 
was made Bishop of Gloucester.— 
Daring his residence in that see he 
was’ a great benefactor to his Ca- 
thedral church, and distinguished 
himself by his hospitality.{ These 
good qualities procured his transla- 
tion to London in 1607 ,which how- 
ever, he did not long survive,dying 
early in 1609.4 He was a learned 
man, a dignified and exemplary 
Bishop, and a pious Christian. 
George Abbot, the next in the 
list, has been rendered so famous 
by the dignities which he acquired, 
and the vicissitudes of fortune and 
fayour which he experienced dur- 
ing their enjoyment, that a very 
brief notice here will suffice. He 
was the son of a clothworker in 
Guilford, Surrey, who had suffered 
under Mary for his attachment to 
the Protestant religion. He be- 
came a student of Baliol College, 
Oxford, in 1572 in his sixteenth 
year. - In 1583 he was chosen pro- 
bationer fellow of that College, and 
having entered into holy orders 
soon after, he became a celebrated 
preacher. In 1593, he took the 
degree of B. D. and in 1597 that of 
Doctor. The same year he was 
likewise elected Master of Uni- 
versity College. In 1599 he was 
made Dean of Winchester, and in 


* Wood, Ath. Ox I- 721. 
t Newc. I. 242. 
¢ Willis, II. 723. 
5 Wood, ut sup 


the following year had the honour 
to be elected Vice Chancellor of 
the university. This office he again 
enjoyed in 1603 and 1605. In 
1608 he became Chaplain to the 
Earl of Dunbar with whom he vis- 
ited Scotland. In Dec, 1609 he was 
appointed Bishop of Litchfield and 
Coventry,whence he wasiranslated 
in the following February to the 
see of London, which he again left 
in Nov. 1610, for the Archbisho- 
pric of Canterbury. This exalted 
station he held with an unusual por- 
tion of royal favour until 1613.— 
From that time, opposition to the 
desires of James I., but more es- 
pecially his zeal for Calvinism and 
favourable disposition toward the 
Puritanic party, caused a rapid de- 
cline of favour, and increase of 
troubles, which continued with but 
little intermission, till his death, at 
the age of 71,in 1633. ‘* He wasa 
learned man’”’ says Wood,* ‘ and 
had all his erudition of the old 
stamp. He was stiffly principled 
in the doctrine of St. Augustine, 
which they who understand it not, 
call Calvinism.”’ His works,which 
were numerous, were principally 
on the subject of school or contro- 
versial Theology. 

Richard Eedes, D. D., of Christ 
Charch College, Oxford, can only 
merit a notice here, on account of 
his appointment to the office of 
translation, which his premature 
death prevented him from ever ful- 


filling. He was appointed Chap- . 


lain to Queen Elizabeth in 1586,} 
in which year he was also collated 


to the fourth Canonry in Christ 
Church, Oxford. In 1589 he 


* Ath. Ox. I. 
¢ Full information concerning him 
may be found in the Biographica Brit- ° 
tanica, Vol. I.: Inthe British Plutarch, 
Vol. Ill. ed. 3: or in his Life by Onslow. 
t Wood, Ath. Ox. I. 326. 
§ Willis, If. 454 
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(ook his degree of D. D., and re- 
ceived the Prebend of Preston, in 
Hereford.* In 1595 he was pre- 
ferred to the Chancellorship of that 
Cathedral, and in 1597 to the 
Deanery of Worcester, at which 
time he was Rector of Upton on 
Severn.{ He was appointed Chap- 
lain to James I. upon his accession 
to the crown. He was celebrated 
as a preacher, and published seve- 
ral sermons,—died at Worcester, 
Noy. 19, 1604.f 


(To be continued. ) 


crete. <a 
v . 
Anecdotes, Gleanings, §c. 


Can children be too early in- 
formed of their future destination ? 
It may be clearly explained to 
them : they can clearly understand 
it at an early age: itis not above 
their comprehension as is some- 
times asserted. Reason eayly ex- 
erts itself: it soon is able to form 


just conclusions—to perceive the 


fitness and propriety of things.— 
Treat children then as reasonable 
beings; nor say they know no- 
thing—that they are too young to 
be instructed in truths on which 
their highest interests are suspend- 
ed. Shall darkness and doubt 
cover that portion of their lives 
when the strongest impressions 
are made upon their minds, and 
when curiosity is anxiously in- 
quiring about every thing con- 
nected with that state of existence, 
which they have just commenced ? 
‘* Every instructor, and every pa- 
rent, should constantly keep in 
view, and remind his pupils, and 


* Id. ib, 592. 
7 Id. ib. where see a curious epitaph 
to his memory. 
t Wood, ubi supra. 
VOL, IV.—-No. 12. 


offspring, daily, of that long, long 
hereafter, from which a thousand 
earthly ages, will sink into no- 
thing.” The advantages of know- 
ledge and virtue in augmenting 
their happiness and their useful- 
ness, in this state of existence, 
should be often and early delinea- 
ted. And perhaps nothing would 
have a greater tendency to excite 
a youthful mind, ardent in the ac- 
quisition of science, to diligence ; 
or arouse the sleeping faculties of 
the stupid to laudable activity, than 
to represent to their view, in glow- 
ing colours, the progressive im- 
provements to be expected in a fu- 
ture state. The mind that is not 
animated, and urged forward in sci- 
entific attainment, at this prospect, 
is indeed stupid, and grovelling.— 
Can the natural ambition of youth 
be presented with a more alluring, 
or amore encouraging prospect! 
What youthful bosom, but that 
would beat high, in the anticipation 
of progression in knowledge, and 
goodness, to ages unending! Were 
the education of children properly 
conducted, this view of things, it is 
believed, would operate powerful- 
ly upon their minds. ‘The great 
object, for which instruction is in- 
tended, would be clearly discerned. 
They would cultivate science with 
redoubled energy and alacrity.— 
Having such a reward in view, they 
would aim, with steady, incessant 
application, at excellence in every 
useful and elevated accomplish- 
ment. The germs of knowledge 
and goodness would be opened to 
bloom, with increasing brilliancy, 
in a world of future being—In a 
world where diligence will meet 
its just reward ; where those 
whose talents have been highly 
cultivated ; whose motives of ex- 
ertion have been pure and disinter- 
ested : who have ‘ been faithful 
47 
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over a few things* shall be made 

‘ ruler over many things,’ and shall 

enter into the joy of their Lord. 
A. 


ee 


The crime of Moses and Aaron at 
the waters of Meribath at Kadesh. 
Numb. Chap. xx. 


There was a like miracle to that 
performed here, in bringing water 
out of a rock, at Rephidim, Exod. 
xvii; which was in the first year 
after they came out of Egypt.— 
But Moses having then executed 
his orders, in the manner he was 
directed, was not blamed. And 
then the people ask : Wherefore is 
this, that thou hast brought us up 
out of Egypt to kill us, and our 
children and our catile with thirst ? 
Meaning their children which they 
carried with them out of Egypt.— 
But this miracle in Numb. xx. was 
at Kadesh on the borders of Edom, 
not far from the land of Canaan, 
and in the fortieth year of their 
travels: Numb. xxxii. 36. And 
here the people’s complaint is ; 
Why have ye brought up the congre- 
gation of the Lord into the wilder- 
ness, that we and our cattle should 
die there. Numb. xx. 3. This was 
thirty-eight years niclusive, after 
the like miracle at Repbidim and 
the complainants were of another 
generation ; very few of the for- 
mer generation being then living. 
And therefore they mention only 
themselves and their cattle. Though 
some editions of the Septuagint 
for xrnvn cattle read texva children, 
possibly through a mistake from an 
affinity in the words. 

The crime here charged on Mo- 
ses and Aaron is this: Because ye 
believed me not, to sanctify me in 


the eyes of the children of Israel. 


Ver. 12. Which is thus express- 
ed in the Psalms: Because they 
provoked his spirit, so that he spake 
unadvisedly with hislips. Psalm cvi. 
33. It must have been very pro- 
voking, even to a man of his — 
spirit, to find this young generatio 

imitate their parents in their 
murmurings ; when they had seen 
the fatal consequences of them 
both to their parents and them- 
selves, by all that they had suffer- 
ed for near forty years. And his 
mind was so far transported, that 
he not only executed his orders in 
a different manner, from what he 
was directed, but likewise seems 
to have doubted of the success of 
them. He was ordered to speak 
to the rock to discharge the wa- 
ters; when, instead of that he 
speaks to the people. Nor does it 
appear that he was ordered to 
strike the rock. For Aaron’s rod, 
which he carried with him, had 
been laid up before the ark as a 
memorial against the rebels, Numb. 
xxii. 10; and was perhaps now 
brought out to their view, only as 
a reproof. But Moses struck the 
rock with it twice, as in a passion. 
And the manner of expression 
which follows, may seem to carry 
a doubt with it. We translate it : 
Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch 
you water out of this rock? But 
in the seventy it is: Shall we 
fetch : As when Sarah said : Shall 
I of a surety bear a child ?— 
Gen. xviii, 13. And accordingly 
Moses is here charged with unbe- 
lief. Ver. 12. Indeed he had in 
another case expressed his unbe- 
lief before, concerning the quails. 
But as that was done privately he 
had only a gentle reproof. Is the 
Lord’s hand waxed short? Numb 

xi. 23. But here he is charged 
with expressing publicly in the 
eyes of the children of Israel ; and 
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when he was executing a divine 
commission ; which were great ag- 
gravations of his crime. 


David having taken Rabbah, 
brought forth the people that were 
therein, and-put them under saws of 
tron, and under axes, and harrows 


of iron, and made them pass 


through the brick-kiln.* Are we 
here to understand that David thus 
tortured to death the people whom 
the fortune of war had thrown into 
his hands? So the passage is per- 
haps very commonly understood. 
It is true that sometimes such cruel 
tortures were inflicted, as the 
Apostle to the Hebrews has noti- 
ced of the ancient martyrs, saying 
they were sawn asunder. But that 
King David thus actually mangled 
all the inhabitants of a considerable 
city, we should not believe ; if the 
words are susceptible of a differ- 
ent meaning, as they seem to be ; 
and that nothing more is intended 
than that he reduced them to slave- 
ry, and made them labour with 
these instruments. This was con- 
formable to universal custom in 
those days. 


pe 


ADDRESS 


Of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Waite to 
the Convention of Pennsylvania. 


Brethren, the Clergy and the Lay-De- 

puties of this Convention :— 

My Report, at this our annual 
meeting, is as follows :— 

On the 7th of June I consecrat- 
ed St. Matthew’s church, in Fran- 


cisville, near this city. 
On the 6th of July, I laid the 
corner stone of a church to be 


* 2 Sam. xii. 31. 


built in Hamiltonville, near to this 
city. 
As the theological school in New- 
York is under the jurisdiction of 
the General Convention; and as 
the Convention of this diocese have 
declared the interest which they 
take in the prosperity of the insti- 
tution, it seems in order for me, as 
your Bishop, to inform you, that 
from the 26th to the 31st of July, 
was spent by me in a visit to that 
city, in order to be present, and to 
deliver an address on the special 
request of the Professors, at the 
annual meeting of the Trustees, 
and the examination of the stu- 
dents ; when it was a high gratifica- 
tion to witness the proficiency of 
the latter in their studies, and the 
evidence which it afforded of the 
talents and the assiduity of the 
Professors. It is to be hoped 
that stability will be given to the 
institution ; and that confidence 
in the realizing of its expectations 
will soon be increased, by the near 
prospect of the erection of a suita- 
ble building for the collegiate resi- 
sidence of the Professors and the 
pupils. ‘To those who are aware 
how much the respectability of our 
church depends on the literary ac- 
quirements of its ministers, it must 
give pleasure to witness, not only 
the advances recently made, but 
the decrease of opposing prejudi- 
ces. It is especially gratifying to 
your Bishop ; and, as he supposes, 
to those of his clerical and of his 
lay brethren, to whom the testimo- 
nials of candidates for orders are 
submitted, that we no longer hear 
of the denial of the right of the 
Church to require human literature 
as necessary for admission to the 
ministry ; a position which, if main- 
tained consistently, would dispense 
with the knowledge of the alpha. 
bet. 
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On the 17th of October, I began 
a journey expected to be of great 
length, for the consecrating of a 
church in Lewistown, 156 miles 
from this city, and of sundry 
churches beyond the mountains ; 
the Rev. Jackson Kemper being 
with me, in the character of mis- 
sionary from the Missionary Com- 
mittee of the Convention. Onthe 
forenoon of Saturday the 23d, I 
preached in the newly erected 
church in the Borough of Lewis- 
town. The next day I consecrat- 
ed the said church, administering 
the right of confirmation, and the 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s 
supper, and preaching in the fore- 
noon. 

The removals from the diocese, 
are the Rev. John J. Robinson; 
the Rey. Charles Williams, of Y ork- 
town, who has been elected to the 
presidency ofacollege in Baltimore; 
the Rev. Christian F. Cruse to the 
state of Delaware ; the Rev. Sam- 
uel Sitgreaves tothat of New-York ; 
and the Rev. William Levington, a 
coloured man, to Baltimore, who 
has been provided with a congre- 
gation in the said city. The Rev. 
Moses P, Bennett has resigned his 
charge at Greensburg, but retains 
that in Kittaning. 

It has been stated to me by the 
Rev. Matthew Matthews, that he 
has received an invitation to a con- 
gregation in New-Jersey. 

The persons admitted as candi- 
dates are, William R. Bowman, 
William Henry Rees, Clement Fred- 
erick Jones, William Lucas, Pierce 
Connelly, James May, and Charles 
Anderson. The last mentioned is a 
coloured man, who, since his ad- 
mission, has fallen into such a state 
of disease, as compels him to aban- 
don his prospect of the ministry. 

The number of those confirmed 
by me in the past year, is one hun- 


dred and eighty-erght. The occa- 
sions of confirming in the churches 
under my pastoral care, have not 
been mentioned. 

The Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, although very li- 
mited in its means, and not deriving 
from the Union, generally, the aids 
which might have been expected 
from its establishment by the Gen- 
eral Convention has not been in- 
ert. Through the instrumentality 
of their executive committee, they 
have aided missions in Delaware, 
Missouri, Georgia, Michigan, IIli- 
nois, Indiana, and East-Florida; 
and are now engaged in establish- 
ing a missionary, as they have al- 
ready an agent and a catechist, at 
Green Bay in the Michigan Terri- 
tory: 

The Society for the advancement 
of Christianity in Pennsylvania, has 
been efficient, proportionably to 
their slender funds ; and might pro- 
duce very important effects over 
the whole extent of the diocese, 
were the good achieved by them 
generally known and appreciated, 
and a consequent measure of en- 
couragement extended. 

Under the direction of the Mis- 
sionary Committee of this diocese, 
there has been a supply to the 
church at Whitemarsh, twice in 
every month; the Rev. Charles 
M. Dupuy, in the course of last 
summer, performed missionary duty 
in the counties of Lycoming, Co- 
lumbia, and Northumberland. 

The Bible Society of Philadel- 
phia, although not especially under 
the control of members of our com- 
munion, continues to command the 
countenance of the clergy of this 
diocese ; who wish to encourage 
liberal subscriptions to so import- 
ant an object, But it may be pre- 
sumed that while, on the one hand, 
we disapprove of the endeavours 
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said to be elsewhere put in opera- 
tion, to pervert the institution of 
bible societies from the singleness 
of their professed design—that of 
distributing the bible without note 
or comment; we do not adopt the 
untenable opinion, that notes and 
comments, as also expositions by 
the ministers of the gospel, for the 
unfolding of the sense of the sacred 
text, are needless ; such services 
being left by this society to the en- 
deavours of other societies, and of 
individuals. 

There continue to be two Sun- 
day Schools attached to each con- 
gregation in the city and its vicini- 
ty, and in some other places ; and 
the Sunday School Society conti- 
nues to extend its aid to those 
schools whose teachers are repre- 
sented in its body. With ihe satis- 
faction arising from the good achiev- 
ed by these institutions, there is 
still an alloy in attempts occasion- 
ally made, to pervert them to the 
purpose of injury to the services, 
and of invasion of the rights of the 
ministry of ourchurch. It is to be 
wished that, in opposition to such 
designs, the schools may be con- 
ducted exclusively according to our 
religious system; and in perfect 
charity to other denominations of 
professing Christians; but with a 
determined resistance of all en- 
deavours, whether made by per- 
sons exterior tous or among our- 
selves, for the accomplishing of 
measures, which must both deteri- 
orate our system, and involve us in 
needless controversy. 

The fund for the support of a fu- 
ture Bishop does not increase, in 
proportion to the claims which are 
made from the various parts of the 
diocese for the services of their 
diocesan. He who now fills the 
station may be permitted to wish, 
that his successor may not for a 


long t me suffer under the conflict- 
ing duties of an Episcopal and of a 
pastoral connexion ; but he is oblig- 
ed to confess, that his expectations 
are not sanguine, when be remarks, 
how few of the congregations in 
the diocese have contributed to the 
future usefulness of the episcopacy 
in this particular. Still there is a 
foundation laid for the accomplish- 
ing of so desirable an object. 

In the last annual address it was 


noticed, that the corporation for 


the support of the Widows and 
Children of deceased clergymen, 
contemplated an increase of the 
annuities to the families who re- 
ceive them. This bas been de- 
termined on to the extent of one 
hundred per centum for the last 
and for the present year, with the 


hope of the yearly continuance of 


it. Among the reasons for consider- 
ing this as a subject to be held up to 
the view of the Convention, and 
especially to the clerical members 
of it is the barring against future 
expectations which cannot be gra- 
tified. The knowledge of the ex- 
istence of such a corporation has, 
in some instances, prompted de- 
sires of relief from it, without pre- 
vious purchase of the benefit. I¢ 
is therefore useful to make known 
as extensively as possible, that the 
corporation cannot, consistentl 
with faithfulness to their trust, be- 
stow any of their means on the fa- 
mily of any deceased clergyman, 
who has not been a contributor to 
the fund. in one of the classes con- 
stituted by the fundamental laws. 

In addition to the many excel- 
lent institutions existing in this city, 
and administering to the stability 
and the increase of our church, 
there has been another recently 
formed, for the aiding of young 
men in their academical and colle. 
giate preparation for the ministry, 
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and for the continuing of their stu- 
dies in the Theological Seminary 
under the control of the General 
Convention. The society is at pre- 
sent in its incipient state, but is or- 
ganized, and has printed its consti- 
tution; copies of which will be 
presented to the members of this 
body: with the hope, that their 
prayers, and their exertions as op- 
portunity may offer, will be ex- 
tended to this benevolent design. 

There has been often intimated, 
in conversation, not only by my- 
self, but by those of our clerical 
and- of our lay brethren, to whom 
there are submitted the testimoni- 
als of candidates for holy orders, 
the wish, that in their applications, 
they would regard the days ap- 

ointed by the 15th canon. The 
adding to the number of the occa- 
sions has been an unnecessary bur- 
then on us ; and besides, brings be- 
fore our congregations the subjects 
ef appropriate discourses, oftener 
than is for edification. In the re- 
striction to these days there is to 
be understood the exception of the 
annual meeting of the Diocesan 
Convention ; when a minister, al- 
ready in deacons’ orders, by being 
suffered to avail himself of the op- 
portunity of his attendance, may 
be excused from an additional jour- 
ney. It is on this principle, that 
there took place the ordination of 
this morning. 

In addition to my advance in 
years, my late danger and merciful 
preservation, ought to remind me, 
of the uncertainty of future oppor- 
tunities of addressing this body, 
among'whom J have presided on 
forty annual occasions, previous to 
the present. The same conside- 
rations, impress me with gratitude 
for the opportunity now permitted 
of delivering my well weighed 
opinion on a very important sub- 


ject: and the reason of its being 
delivered in this form, is, that it 
may be entered on your journal.— 
If it were only for the preventing 
of misapprehension of my sense of 
the subject when expressed in con- 
versation, the intended explicitness 
would seem to me justifiable ; aJ- 
though the principal motive is to 
transmit a caution, whatever may 
be the weight of it, against future 
danger of disorder: and it is a sa- 
tisfaction to me to anticipate, that 


‘what is to be said will remain on 


record, when I shall be among you 
no longer. 

The subject is an unauthorized 
ministry, on occasions for worship, 
exterior to the appointments of the 
church, and therefore erroneously 
supposed to render such ministry 
allowable. 

It would be incongruous, if, when, 
in such a variety of ways, men as- 
sociate with views to philosophical, 
to commercial, and to agricultural 
objects, and to improvements in the 
various departments of mechanical 
employment, religion only should 
be the field, from which there is to 
be banished mutual communication 
of counsels, originating in personal 
attachments, or in similarity of 
pursuits, or in any other causes 
which may prompt an interchange 
of sentiment, in free and friendly 
conversation. Your Bishop would 
be misunderstood. if it should be 
thought, that any thing of this sort 
is intended to be censured by him: 
and much more, if he should be 
supposed to deny the right, or ra- 
ther the duty, of every Christian, 
male or female, to give private 
counsel or instruction in the con- 
cerns of religion, to those who con- 
fide in his or her knowledge or ex- 
perience. 

What is meant, are those assem- 
blies, wherein others than an an- 
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thorized ministry, are set to exer- 
cise themselves in public instrue- 
tion and in prayer of their own 
suggestion or devising. Besides, 
that the irregularity of this is an 
unvoidable consequence from the 
provision of a form of admission to 
the ministry ; grounded, as we 
conceive, on directions given in the 
New Testament ; the practice is 
contrary to the 23d Article of our 
church, which says—‘ it is not 
lawful for any man to take upon 
him the office of public preaching, 
or ministering the sacraments in 
the congregation, before he be law- 
fully called, and sent to execute the 
same.’’ It would be an evasion, 
to restrict the sense of the article, 
to a church consecrated or other- 
wise set apart ; both the letter and 
the spirit of the provision applying 
to every case, in which people are 
congregated with a view to social 
worship. 

The 19th canon has impliedly 
forbidden such exercises, to can- 
didates for holy orders. They are 
admitted to be lay readers, under 
the control of the ecclesiastical 
authority ; but are not tolerated in 
the obtrusion either of prayers or 
of discourses of their own. If per- 
sons of this description, after hav- 
ing been presented to the Bishop 
by a constituted body, as, in their 
opinion, possessing qualifications 
for the ministry, are thus restrict- 
ed in their administration ; it can- 
not be imagined, that every other 
individual is left to his own opinion 
of his sufficiency. 

The contemplated brevity, pre- 
vents the sustaining of the opinion 
by distinguished names, which 
might be mentioned, Were any 
brought forward, especial stress 
should be laid on the testimonies of 
clergymen, who, having unguard- 
edly given countenance to the irre- 


gularity, and having had sorrowful 
experience of its effects, have left 
lasting records of their disappoint- 
ments. Some instances of this, it 
is intended to attach as a note to 
the present address.* 


* Thé Rev. Devereux Jarratt was a 
clergyman of the Episcopal Church ; 
and held a parish in Virginia before and 
during the revolutionary war, which he 
survived. From having been eminent- 
ly popular, and always preaching to 
crowded audiences, too large to be re- 
ceived within the walls of churches, he 
lived to see his usual number of hear- 
ers reduced to about one hundred and 
forty, and that of his communicants to 
about ten. He considered it as consid- 
erably owing to the countenance which 
had been given to the praying and the 
preaching of young men, of little knowl- 
edge and of great audacity, operated on 
principally by pride. This is from his 
second letter to the Rev. John Coleman ; 
and published by him in a narrative of 
the life of Mr. Jarratt. 

The late Rev. Thomas Scott, the au- 
thor of a Commentary on the Bible, has 
also given his experience, and that of 
the Rev. John Newton, his predecessor 
in the parish of Olney, in England, to 
the same effect. The following is from 
a recent life of Mr. Scott published by 
his son the Rev. John Scott, Both Mr. 
Newton and the elder Mr. Scott, had 
given countenance to the associations, 
found on experience to be detrimental. 
Of the species of religious exercises 
spoken of, Mr. Scott, the father, says, 
‘* Two or three effects were undenia- 
ble: first, they proved hot-beds, on 
which superficial and discreditable 
preachers were hastily raised up ; who, 
going fourth on the Lord’s day to the 
neighbouring parishes, iatercepted those 
who used to attend Mr. Newton. Se- 
condly, Men were called to pray in pub- 
lic, whose conduct afterwards brought 
a deep disgrace on the gospel. Thirdly, 
They produced a captious, criticising, 
self-wise spirit, so that even Mr. New- 
ton himself could seldom please them. 
Fourthly, They rendered the people so 
contemptuously indifferent to the wor- 
ship of God and the church, and many 
of them to any public worship in which 
they did not take a part, that I never 
before or since witnessed any thing like 
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Confiding, brethren, that the 
proceedings of this Convention 
will be conducted with wisdom, and 
with a view to the glory of God ; 


it.” There are other passages to the 
same effect. (P. 306, 307 ) 

It will not be,irrelevant, although the 
matter to be related is extraneous to the 
Episcopal Church, to go so far back as 
to the account given by the Rev. Cot- 
ton Mather in his ** Magnalia,” of the 
early days of New England ; and to state 
an opinion recorded by him, concerning 
the beginning of the Anabaptists as a 
distinct society. According to him, it 
was the result, on the one hand, of the 
little stress laid on learning by that de- 
scription of people, and on the other, by 


an insuperable barrier in the want of | 


it, among the congregationalists, and, 
combining with these two circumstan- 
ces, the permitted exercise of an irregu- 
Jar ministry in private associations.— 
* Yea, some observed,“ says Cotton Ma- 
ther, ‘‘ that this thing’—meaning the 
want of learning—‘* was the real bot- 
tom of their combining into a distinct 
cociety by themselves, from divers parts 
of the colony; these men having pri- 
vately exercised their gifts in meeting 
with applause,began to think themselves 
wronged, that their light was put under 
a bushel ; and finding no remedy in our 
churches, they threw on a cloak of Ana- 
baptism : and so gained the thing they 
aimed at, in a disguise.“ (Vol. 2. p. 
460.) 

To this issue recorded by the histori- 
an of New England, there is a strong 
similarity in the case recited by Mr. 
Jarratt. Coincident with the decline of 
his popularity, there was in his neigh- 
borhood a great increase of a society, 
with whom, for admission to the minis- 
try, very little learning was required. 
His gifted youths, as appears from the 
narrative, went off, and carried with 
them a great proportion of the people. 

The Episcopal Church, is at this time 
endeavouring to raise the literary repu- 
tation of her ministry, by a systematic 
education in Theology. It is to be hop- 
ed, that no discouragement will be 
drawn from the facts now stated ; but it 
is evident, that in proportion to her suc- 
cess on the one hand, and to counten- 
ance given to an unauthorized ministry 


I conclude with assuring you of my 
co-operation in all measures tend- 


ing to that end. 
WILLIAM WHITE. 


on the other, the danger here recogui- 
zed will be increased. 

It will be the greater, on account of 
the discouragement wisely given to an 
unauthorized ministry, by some non- 
episcopalian denominations, among the 
most respectable for their numbers, and 
for the weight of character of their cler- 
ical and other members, This may pro- 
duce a preference of our pale, for no 
other reason than that of gratifying the 
wayward propensity which has been the 
subject. (For such discountenance, see 
the Presbyterian Magazine, vol. I. p. 
229.) 

The present editor of that very ably 
conducted and very popular work— 
‘““ The Christian Observer,* is the Rev. 
Samuel Charles Wilks. It is not here 
known, that this reverend gentleman 
has ever been an encourager of an ille- 
gitimate ministry : but his strong testi- 
mony against it, in consideration of the 
weight of authority in the pen from 
which it comes, is here given. After 
expressing himself in favour of well 
constituted parochial societies ; and 
mentioning with applause certain socie- 
ties formerly existing in England, and 
conducted agreeably to forms provided 
for them by some eminent clergymen of 
the establishment; and after recom- 
mending great care in instituting and in 
superintending such societies, he adds— 
* Most persons, who are versed in the 
religious history of the last few years, 
can bear record, that the tendency to 
deterioration is more rapid in societies 
of this kind, than in almost any other. — 
Self-conceit, ostentation, jealousy, par- 
ty-spirit, a love of gossiping and inter- 
ference, and sometimes perhaps detrac- 
tion, and even worse evils, are too apt 
te insinuate themselves iuto friendly re- 
ligious societies.* This is from a trea- 
ties on “Correlative Claims and Du- 
ties. The present writer has not ac- 
cess to the work; and has copied the 
above extract, to which similar matter 
from it might have been added, from 
‘The Gospel Advocate of January 
last, edited at Boston.** 
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Poetry. 377 
POETRY. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
ODE TO MARCH. 


ROLL on thy course, thou dark terres- 

trial ball, 

Urg’d by the power divine, bid winter 
cease, 

Restrain his frosts, his blasts recall : 

Bland be the air, and soft the yielding 
sod, 

From icy durance loos‘d; awake and 
chant 

A vernal hymn to nature’s God. 


The lake’s smooth surface, late en- 
crusted o’er 
With glary ice, now sparkles to the sun, 
Rippling around the pebbled shore. 
Faint loom athwart, the snow-streak’d 
hills in blue, [isle, 
Save where the cape, or intervening 
Obstructs the widening misty view. 


Few hours past, the blacken’d air, sur- 

charg‘d 

With vapours, pours a streaming deluge 
down: 

The secret rill anon enlarg‘d 

With melting snows commixt, infuriate 
bounds 

Loud thund‘ring down the mountain‘s 
side, and swells 

The broader stream above its mounds. 


Aghast the swain beholds his fields a 

sea, 

His closes swept away, the seated mill, 

The arching bridge, and forest tree — 

Uprooted, hurrying down the foaming 
tide P 

Ilis stalls, his flocks and herds, himself 
scarce sav‘d 

From inundativg rain wide. 


Be still, and own a God. List to his 

voice, 

Sublimely roaring down the flooded 
vale ; 

The winds surceas‘d, above no noise 

Save where the passage bird, from south- 
ern climes 

Instinctive, winging on his airy flight, 

From van to rear his signal chimes. 


The fiery comet see, through ether 
run, 
His boding lurid glare relumed anew, 
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By plunging near the blazing sun. 

Of other suns and other worlds in 
search, 

Far, far away, he steers in vain his 
flight, 

Then veers about his centric arch. 


Hold fancy, hold, nor think to find a 
shore 

To nature‘s concave sphere of shining 
worlds; 

Return to earth; thyself explore; 

Minute thy being; short thine earthly 
date : 

Yet He, thy being‘s source, with equal 
eye 

Sees nothing little, nothing great. 





For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


ELIZA‘S GRAVE. 


’T was May—the lovely month of smiles 
and flowers. 

Among the new-made graves one morn 
I walked, 

One beauteous morn, ere yet the sun had 
kissed 

Away the glittering dew-drops—when 
the birds 

Were chanting to their Maker‘s name 
sweet songs 

Of cheertulness and joy—when every 
field 

Was vocal with the earliest matin hymns 

Of thousand little feathered cherist2rs, 

Which hailed, in gladdening straQ&, the 
new-born day. 

To meet the Ruler of the day, began, 

In the horizon‘s verge, the thickening 
mists 

To curl and rise. Renewed Nature 
smiled, 

In fresher verdure clad, and in her tears 

More beauteous far did seem, than when 
she drooped 

Beneath the scorching rays of arid noon. 


I paused involuntary at a mound 
Of new-made earth. Too well, alas! [ 
knew 
Whose form, once lovely, now a pallid 
mass 
Of coffined clay, in hope was slumbering 
there. 
It was my own, my dear Eliza‘s grave. 
Of woman‘s loveliness the prime and 
bloom—- 
The flush of ardent youth-the vivid hope 
48 
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That warms the heart, and sparkles in 
the eyes, 
Were hers. No gathering clouds ap- 
peared t’ obscure 
The brightness of our prospects! Flow- 
ers did seem 
To spring and deck her yet untrodden 
path. 
Her future scenes of life, by fancy traced, 
And touched by hope‘s enchanting pen- 
cil, teemed 
With beauties fadeless and perennial. 
Few were the years Eliza saw. Sweet 
girl! 
For Heaven she ripened quick—then 
soared away, 
Beside the throne to take her place, and 
dwell [vant. There 
Near Him who chose her for His ser- 
She sings that song on earth she scarcely 
learned. 
On this fair morn no other steps, I thought 
Than mine, had yet her lowly bed ap- 
proached : [I read, 
But, deep surprise !—in the fresh mould 
Traced out with care, the werds, Here 
beauty sleeps ; [fragrant leaves 
And o‘er the whole were strowed the 
Of damask roses gathered in their bloom, 
With sprigs of myrtle interspersed, 
Some friend, 
Perchance more wakeful in his grief, 
had made 
An earlier visit to the tomb of her, 
Whose death, irreparable loss, we 
mourned ; {round 
And with affection‘s hand had scattered 
Those well-known emblems of her early 
fate, 
Her ever-during virtue. 


Snatched from hence, 

We see her not; but still her memory 
lives, [spite 

Deep in our faithful bosoms cherished, 

Of death‘: chill grasp, and his tremen- 
dous power. 

Our love, that dawnec with her own 
uawning worth, [still 

And with her ripening virtues ripened, 

Doth linger, fondly linger in our hearts, 

And there her image is indelible. 

O who can paint the anguish of a soul 

Bereft, by one sad stroke, of all below, 

That made earth joyous, and existence 
dear? 

The feelings of a widowed spirit, who 

Can inexperienced know—unknowing 
tell? 

Dissevered trom the sweet society 

Of those we love, where is the friendly 
charm 

That animates us in our weary path, 


And makes our days in peace roll bright- 
ly on? {soothe 
Ah! where the magic influence that can 
To calm content the troubled mind, or 
quell 
Each warring passion,and upon the brow 
Of carking care, diffuse the loveliness 
That lives not in the storm, but cheerly 
smiles, ;' 
The playful index of a heart at.ease ? 


We murmur not : No, Heaven forbid ! 
for lo! [there reigas 
Yon far off, clear, and peaceful skies : 
Th‘ Eternal King, who ruled Eliza‘s 
heart: | there, 
There floats her pure and happy spirit: 
O there !—say, is not there our mansion 
too? | close, 
When Hesper mildly shines, at evening*s 
We upward gaze, and joyful think how 
soon,— [lovely star, 
A few months more, or years,—that 
Aad ali her glitternng sister choir, will 
sing, 
As Angels swiftly pass above their orbs, 
And mount with us to higher, holier 
realms. LATIMER. 





For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
Ow THE DEATH OF MAcpbonovcnH. 


Far from his home, upon the boisterous 
wave, [ note, 
The hero fell asleep. The wild wind‘s 
Which sadly howled around his storm 
beat ship, {sound, 
Was his last requiem. The tumultuous 
From the far-rolling waves, was unison 
With the rude feelings of the seaman‘s 
breast, [him 
Who, as he mark‘d the pallid cheek of 
He long obey‘d and lov‘d, brush‘d off 
the falling tear, {mourn, 
By real sorrow shed. Well may he 
For he has lost a friend. ‘The warrior‘s 
guide, [ boast, 
The hero‘s model, and the patriot‘s 
Has gone. A nation feels, and mourns 
the loss. {he warr‘d 
The Christian lov‘d him; for with him 
The warfare of the cross, which he re- 
vered. [ foe, 
Belov‘d by sorrow‘s child, friend of his 
For Mercy bore his shield in dubious 
fight : 
Glory is transient, worthless is renown 
Gained by the vonqueror. But Mac- 
donough's wreath [twin‘d 
Of victory ne‘er will fade; for it was 
With the mild oliye-branch of Palestine. 
W. HH. J. 
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LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


We have received the first number 
of the’ Church Register, a paper to be 
published weekly in thej4to form,neatly 
executed, edited by the Rev. George 
Weller, and published by J. Dobson, 
Philadelphia. Price $2 50 in advance. 


Swords’ Pocket Almanac, Christian 
Calender, and Ecclesiastical Register 
for 1826, containing the usual Tables, 
an accurate notice of all the Festivals 
aod Fasts of the Church, list of the 
Clergy, Societies, &c. &c. 


An essay on the doctrine of Con- 
tracts: being an Inquiry how contracts 
are affected in law and morals, by con- 
cealment, error, or inadequate price.— 
By Golian C. Verplank, 8vo. p. 234, 
New York 1825. G.&C. Carvil. 


A sermon on the only true Founda- 
tion, and the difference of the materials 
of the spiritual building, the Church, 
delivered in St. Stephen’s Church, in 
the city of Philadelphia, on Sunday, 
Sept. 25, 1825, on an occasion of or- 
daining to the ministry, and printed at 
the request of the Rector, Church war- 
dens, and vestrymen of said Church, 
by W. Wuirte, D. D., Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in Penn- 
sylvania. The text of this able dis- 
course is 1 Cor. iii. 11, 16. Sermons 
rarely contain so much useful matter, 
such various and sound instruction, ex- 
pressed with so much honesty and sim- 
plicity of purpose, as we find in the 
pages of this. After a lucid and satis- 
factory illustration of this difficult pas- 


sage, the Bishop considers Ist, the only 
true foundation of the Spiritual house, 
tbe Church: 2d, the difference in the 
materials of the building: and 3d, the 
test by which this difference is to be 
determined. 


The London Hibernian Society have 
under their direction eleven hundred 
and forty-seven schools, containing 
34,262 scholars, of whom above 50,000 
are children of Rotman Catholics.— 
They are instructed in the Irish or 
English Language, according to cir- 
cumstances. Such is the demand for 
education among the poor of Ireland, 
that the society has received applica- 
tions for schools far beyond the means 
afforded by its funds. 


At the late annual meeting of the 
American Colonization Society, it was 
declared in a series of resolutions that 
the purposes of this institntion are of 
such magnitude, that private charity is 
imadequate to its full execution; that 
the resources of the states and nation 
are required for it, and a committee 
was appointed to draft memorials to be 
presented to the two Houses of Con- 
gress, and to the Legislatures of the 
States, submitting the subject to their 
consideration. 


The Rev. Mr. Fowler’s Exposition 
of the Book of Common Prayer, 3d edi- 
tion, has just been issued from the press 
of Messrs. Starr & Niles, of Middle- 
town: pp. 384, price $1. 


—» e——— 
ECCLESLASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Protestant Bishop in France, and the 
Continent. 


The number of British subjects resi- 
dent in France is estimated at 50,000. 
The danger to which they wete expos- 
ed without teachers Episcopally licen- 
sed, and the regular administration of 
the Holy Sacrament suggested to Dr. 
Luscombe, chaplain to the Duke of 
Cambridge, the idea of establishing a 
Protestant Bishop among them, he en- 
tered into a correspondence with the 


Scottish Bishops on the subject, and 
they consecrated him at Stirling last 
March, astheir Missionary Bishop. He 
has met with a cordial reception among 
all ranks of British residents at Paris, 
and on the 23d of June confirmed 120 
young persons in the French capital : 
eight clergymen attended on the occa- 
sion. . The Christian Journal says, 


‘Tt isa happy circumstance that the 
English clergy and congregations, who 
are numerous on ihe Continent, now 
enjoy the full ministrations of their apos- 
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tolical church. And may we not hope 
that, in the good providence of God, 
this introduction of Protestant Episco- 
pacy into France, may lead to its re- 
ception among the reformed churches, 
who have hitherto been destitute of this 
primitive bond of unity, and have hence 
fallen into lamentable heresies and 
schisms? Bishop Hobart has received 
from Bishop Luscombe, at Paris, and 
since his return here, several interest- 
ing communications with regard to his 
episcopal transactions, from which we 
hope to give extracts.” 


ORDINATION. 


On the 23d of December, 1825, at an 
ordination held in St. Philip’s Church, 
Charleston, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Bowen 
admitted the Rev. Edward Phillips to 
the holy order of Priests. 


OBITUARY. 


From the Norwich Courier. 


Died at Norwich, on the 19th Janu- 
ary, in the 75th year of her age, Mrs- 
Hannan TYLER, relict of the late Rev- 
Joho Tyler. Though in this dispensa- 
tion of Providence, the children have 
lost an affectionate parent, the church 
a worthy member, and society a valua- 
ble friend ; still, todie was gain for her ; 
and we trust that her example will not 
be altogether without profit to the be- 
reaved. Mrs. Tyler has for 56 years 
been a professed follower of the great 
Redeemer, and in all things endeavour- 
ed to adorn the doctrine of God her 
Saviour. Her trials through life, which 
were not a few, she uniformly bore with 
Christian resignation, confidently be- 
lieving that they were working for her 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glery. Though she exercised her- 
self to have always a conscience void 
of offence, both towards God and to- 
wards map, she nevertheless had the 
most humble views of self. When 
standing upun the confines of the two 
worlds, she reviewed her past life, and 
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exclaimed, ‘‘God be merciful to me a 
miserable sinner.” She looked to the 
Saviour and exclaimed, ‘‘ God has been 
merciful to me a miserable stnner.” 
Her salvation. she confessed, was the 
free and unmerited gift of Jesus Christ, 
who was both its author and finisher. 
Notwithstanding she thus ascribed alk 
she was to the grace of God, it wasa 
reflection of unspeakable satisfaction to 
her that this grace was not bestowed 
upon her in vain, but that she had, from 
a principle of gratetul love, endeavour- 
ed to glorify her Heavenly Father on 
earth, and in some measure, though not 
with the perfection she could desire, 
finished the work which he had given 
her to do. She looked upon her ap- 
proaching death neither with terror, 
nor yet with the boldness of the self- 
righteous, or of the hardened sinner. 
She regarded it as a solemn scene, but 
one which might be calmly and even 
cheerfully passed by the assistance of 
her heavenly father, on whom she con- 
fidently leaned for support. She saw 
nothing dreadful in eternity to induce 
her to cling to earth, but on the con- 
trary, she was fully persuaded that it 
was far better for ber to depart and be 
with Christ. Such being her prospects 
of future glory, her heart’s desire and 
prayer to God was. that all might be 
partakers of her blessedness. With 
her expiring breath she called upon all 
to seek the Lord while he may be found. 
Yea, she earnestly exhorted and en- 
treated them to secure the things which 
belong unto their peace, before they 
he hidden from their eyes. She repeat- 
ed again and again her unshaken faith 
in Jesus Christ, and proclaimed with 
emphasis, that he is the only name given 
under heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved; that he is allin all; the 
only object worthy the supreme affect- 
ions of dying and yet immortal beings. 
May her godly admonition have its de- 
sired effect, and make us followers of 
her faith, considering the end of her 
conversation. 


WOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Several pieces of poetry have been received. 
The communications of A. B. will be inserted. 


The Review of. Empie on Universalism will be inserted in our next. 
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CHURCHMAN'S MAGAZINE. New Haven, Connecticut; etc. 


N.B. In volume 5 there is en issue numbered as 7 
and 8. You will note that the following number is 
issue number 8. 





